*  /So  1 


Loc.  No.  5317  pt^e  x 

AUSTRAI  IAN  '.VAR  CRIMES  COfTHSHION. 


^Evidence  taken  before  Hr.  Justice  Philp  at  Sydney  this  twenty-first 
day  of  January,  194&. 


Lieutenant-Commander  CARR,  Pulgrave  Ebden,  R.A.N.,  being  duly  sworn, 
gives  the  following  evidence: 

I  am  Lieutenant- Commander  CALR,  Palgreve  Fbden,  R.A.N. ; 
home  address:  11  Nelson  Road ,  Lindfield,  Sydney, 

On  1  Octoler,  1943 »  while  serving  with  Headquarters  RAAF 
Command,  AaF ,  a  Catalina  in  which  I  was  travelling  was  shot  down  into 
the  sea  near  Pomala,  Celebes.  After  being  shot  down  and  coming  to  the 
srffface  I  saw  I/O  PcDiarmed  floating  with  a  severe  leg  injury.  Cne 
leg  appeared  to  be  practically  severed  below  the  knee.  IcD termed  and 
I  were  picked  up  by  Japanese  in  a  boat,  transferred  to  a  shore  launch. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  attend  to  NcD i armed ' s  wounds  although  T  repeat¬ 
edly  pointed  to  them  and  asked  for  medical  attention,  I  was  interro¬ 
gated  by  an  off icer  whose  name  I  do  not  know  who  threatened  me  w ith 
death  if  I  dii  no c  answer.  I  refused  to  answer  more  then  tr.y  name 
and  rani:.  He  then  brought  a  guard  with  a  fixed  bayonet  with  the 
point  of  the  bayonet  touching  me  in  front  and  asked  me  if  1  wanted  to 
die.  I  still  refused.  I  called  his  attention  to  I/cDiarmed's 
condition.  McDiarnied  was  then  conscious  but  delirious  with  pain. 

The  officer  turned  to  McDiarmed  and  kept  repeating  to  him  that  he 
would  give  him  morphia  if  he  would  answer  the  questions.  KaDianued 
gave  his  name  and  uing  Commander  Stilling's  name  and  said  they  were 
from  Cairns.  He,  however,  was  given  no  morphia.  A  Japanese  doctor 
and  two  Japanese  nurses  then  arrived  and  one  of  the  nurses  put  three 
stitches  in  the  cuts  on  my  face  and  dressed  most  of  my  wounds. 

HcDiarmed  was  put  on  a  stretcher  and  I  thought  he  would  be  moved  to 
hospital,  but  he  was  put  down  in  the  open  end  the  doctor  and  the  nurses 
proceeded  to  operate  on  him  with  the  aid  of  an  electric  flash-light. 

Tiiis  took  place  about  10  yards  from  me  with  an  audience  of  about  20 
jUnrds  and  Japanese  civilians.  So  far  as  I  could  see  no  general  or 
local  anaesthetic  was  given  to  IfcDiarmed  as  his  cric4  of  agony  never 
ceased  and  he  kept  calling  out  to  be  shot.  I  could  plainly  hear  bone 
being  sawed  through  andtho  whole  proceedings  caused  much  laughter  and 
amusement  to  the  onlookers  and  nurses,  who  appeared  to  enjoy  it. 

Finally  I  cDiarned  was  moved  back  on  to  the  verenuah  and  covered  with 
a  blanket.  He  was  still  delirious  with  pain  and  begging  to  be  killed. 

I  '..as  dragged  to  my  feet,  my  wrists  bound  very  tightly  behind  my  back 
and  I  was  then  placed  against  a  verandah  post  and  lashed  to  it  fi-om 
ankles  to  neck  with  easily  10  fathoms  of  line.  The  men  sleeping 
inside  the  building  objected  to  T’cDiarmcd's  cries  so  the  stretcher  was 
carried  out  into  the  middle  of  the  road.  The  guards  gave  me  water  end 
wo  or  three  cigarettes.  I  tried  to  get  them  to  do  something  for  I'c- 
Diarmed  as  it  was  now  raining  but  all  they  would  do  was  to  take  him 
water.  Just  before  dawn  when  the  pain  in  my  wrist  was  becoming  almost 
unbearable  1  persuaded  the  guard  to  lcosen  the  lashings. 
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MeDiarmed  was  silent  by  nov,  and  I  think  he  died  just  before  dawn. 

I  feel  certain  that  if  he  had  received  prompt  and  adequate  medical 
aid  he  would  have  lived.] 

V>'hen  it  was  light  I  was  taken  out  on  to  the  rood  with  a 
long  rope  tied  around  me  in  charge  of  o  guard  who  hid  g  fixed  bayonet 
pointed  at  me,  I  had  only  one  shoe  end  my  shirt  and  trousers  were  in 
ribbons.  I  then  sew  MeDiarmed  was  dead  and  later  two  native  carpenters 
appeared  and  built  a  coffin  for  his  body  on  the  spot  and  it  was  taken 
away  in  0  lorry. 

The  Cctc.l ina  was  shot  dov.n  about  midnight  end  McDiormod  was 
operated  on  about  I.30  a.m.  and  I  was  lashed  to  the  post  at  oaout  the 
same  time. 

I  was  taken  from  Fomala  to  Kendari  on  the  morning  of  the 
2nd  October  and  on  the  17th  October  I  was  confined  in  the  ex-Dutch 
nr  val  barracks  at  f.oura"rya,  till  JO  October.  No  pillow'  or  bedding 
of  any  sort  wa3  provided  and  the  only  clothes  I  hed  was  e  short  sleeved 
singlet,  a  peir  of  shorts,  c  prir  of  sandals,  a  small  hend  towel  end 
c.  Dubfh  Army  jacket.  Although  requested,  no  protection  from  mosquitoes 
was  provided,  nor  was  I  allowed  out  for  exercise.  No  food  was  provided 
on  the  first  ic.y  and  thereafter  I  received  about  a  large  brerkfrst 
cupful  of  cooked  white  rice  and  nothing  else  three  times  a  dcj*.  A 
beer  bottle  filled  with  drinking  water  we.s  provided  daily  and  the 
„  light  was  kept  burning  in  the  cell  all  night.  I  wes  allowed  only  a 
few  minutes  night  and  morning  to  wash  at  a  small  tep  in  a  filthy  Y’,0. 
near  ray  cell,  ‘.his  "!.C.  was  never  clean  and  was  covered  with  about 
an  inch  of  dirty  water  during  the  whole  period.  For  a  week  medical 
attention  was  provided  for  my  numerous  cuts,  abrasions  end  burns,  which 
became  infectec. .  I  was  then  given  some  medical  attention  at  the  sick 
bay.  Japanese  naval  officers  were  fully  aware  of  the  above  matters 
as  an  officer  cirned  out  an  inspection  everynight  and  T  frequently 
complained  to  him.  I  do  not  know  the  ncres  of  any  of  these  naval 
officers. 

On  30  October  1943  I  was  flown  to  Japan  and  confined  in  r. 
comp  at  Ofuna  and  remained  there  eight  months.  I  later  went  to  Oncri, 
Ashio,  Zentsuji,  and  lct^r  to  Ilrnsoku.  Medical  supplies  and  food 
in  all  these  camps  were  bed,  and  at  Ofuna  medical  supplies  were 
practically  non-existent. 

I  saw  POHs  beaten  frequently  at  Ofuna  and  heard  that  beatings 
occurred  in  the  other  camps,  except  in  Zentsuji, 

V. .0.  IIDa,  of  the  Japanese  Navy,  was  camp  comraanier  at  Ofuna. 
J  certify  that  the  above  evidence  is  true  and  correct. 

. , . . . It.-Chdr. 

Taken  and  sworn  before  me 
at  Sydney  this  twenty-first  dey 
of  January,  1946. 

. Philp .  I 

Comnissioue  r. 
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